
 Many Miller Middle 

School students are learning 

about how robots work and 

some are even building robots. 

 Miller students J. D. 

Sotyn, Evan Ferneau, Marcus 

Schlopeck, Fernando Martinez, 

Joe Cahill, Dale Jones, Alex 

Heinrichs, and Sam Curry par-

ticipate in Lego League; their 

team Tuxedo Penguins re-

cently received an honorable 

mention for teamwork at re-

gional competition.  òIõve 

learned a lot by programming a 

robot,ó stated Lego team 

member J.D. Sotyn.  òI enjoyed 

meeting new kids in Lego 

league and it is a great way to 

improve your technical skills,ó 

he stated. (See picture to the 

right.) 

 Other Miller stu-

dents are building robotic de-

vices using Lego Mind Storms 

kits.  Zane Hala, Austin Baker, 

and Joe Cahill constructed a 

robot that pulls objects up the 

Miller stairs.  òWe attached a 

compass sensor to another 

robot,ó Hala reported, òso it 

could patrol MMS hallways.ó 

 Another group of 

students designed a moveable 

robot and attached a Flip cam-

era to it.  òOur robot filmed 

action in the hallways,ó said 

one of the designers, Oscar 

Garcia.  òBecause it was so 

close to the ground, it mostly 

filmed ankles and shoes,ó he 

noted.  Assisting Oscar in de-

signed the robot was Gerardo 

Garcia, Jesus Perez, and Jose 

Avina. 

 Isaiah Parker built a 

humanlike robot using detailed 

plans in the Mild Storms kit.  

òIt was a challenge to build it,ó 

he said.  Parkerõs robot walks 

and moves its head and arms. 

 Some TIE students 

have researched the history of 

robotics using a computer web 

site http://

robotics.megagiant.com/

history.html.  òI was surprised 

that people long ago were able 

to build objects with moveable 

parts,ó said student, Katelyn 

Anderson.  òWay back in 1898, 

Nikola Tesla built a remote 

controlled robot boat.  He 

demonstrated it at Madison 

Square Garden.  Then in 1962, 

scientists invented the first 

industrial arm robot,ó she 

added. 

 The TIE students are 

reading stories from the Isaac 

Asimov book I Robot and learn-

ing about the three laws of 

robots.  òMy favorite law is 

number one,ó said seventh 

grader Mariana Gonzales.  

òThe first law states that a 

robot will never harm a human 

or let a human come to harm.ó 
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total.  The money that was collected 

will be spent on such things as clothes, 

water, and goats.  During the Winter 

Assembly, a presentation was made to 

Mr. Stepec. (See picture below.) 

Mrs. Mogard, the coordinator 

of this collection, stated,ó I think 7B 

students are very generous citizens.  I 

am truly proud.ó  Way to go 7B! 

During seven days in the month of 

January, the students on the 7B team, 

have collected money for the Jonathan 

House Orphanage in Sierra Leone.  

They have collected an amazing $700 

Joan Kester is unique and 

original in a very positive way.  Her 

hobbies include running, softball, and 

digital scrap booking.  Her favorite 

color is purple and her favorite pattern 

is a fun colored plaid that is not on 

clothing.  She enjoys eating parmesan 

chicken.  Her idol is Steven Curtis 

Chapman.  She listens to Christian 

music and her favorite subject is art.  
Joanõs favorite quote is òthe faster you 

run, the faster youõre done.ó  She likes 

watching sad movies and her favorite 

brands are Nike and Aeropostale.  One 

of her pet peeves is when people text 

short cuts.  Joan is on the 8B team, 

lives in Marshalltown, and has one 

brother. 

òJoan 

is a very likeable 

person,ó said 

Morgan Hessen-

ius about Joan. 
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 As far as education goes 

there are many public and private col-

leges all over the United States.  These 

are the top five universities by number 

of enrolled students as of fall 2008:  #1 

Ohio State University, #2 Arizona State 

University, #3 University of Florida, #4 

University of Minnesota, and #5 Uni-

versity of Central Florida.  In Iowa, our 

three biggest public colleges are: Iowa 
State University, University of Iowa, 

and University of Northern Iowa.  Right 

here in Marshalltown, we have Mar-

shalltown Community College. 

 It is predicted that in 2009 

most popular jobs will have to do with 

medical practices or technology.  The 

best qualifications you can get for any 

job is having a good education as well 

as skills that apply to that job.  There 

are also small things that you can do 

right now to help your future.  It helps 

a ton to get the right amount of sleep, 

as well as taking notes, and individual 
studies as well as group work, will help 

you because it will help you work with 

different methods.  Setting goals is im-

portant also so you will be motivated 

to achieve your dreams. 

 If you look up future in the 

dictionary, you will find that it means 

what is to be.  So what really is to be?  

Truthfully, no one can predict the fu-

ture, but they can set goals so they can 

achieve what they wish to happen.  

More important than setting goals, 

though, is working towards them.  So 

when you are a teen it is important to 

plan how you can be a successful adult.  
You will need to make choices like if 

you are going to continue your educa-

tion, what jobs or hobbies you will 

excel in, and how you will live your 

daily life. 

 Sam Carter is a fun and ener-

getic student here at Miller.  His hob-

bies include architecture, swimming, 

and running.  His favorite colors are 

green, blue, and yellow.  If he could 

choose a meal it would include spa-

ghetti, strawberries, and a glass of milk.  

His favorite dessert is six-layer choco-

late cake coated with tiny chocolate 

chips and a dollop of whip cream.  
Some of his pet peeves are when his 

sister nags him;  cats donõt appeal to 

him either.  Samõs favorite musical art-

ists are Kanye West, John Mayer, Guns 

ôn Roses, and Yellow Card.  He enjoys 

surfing the Internet, playing Halo 3, 

playing Wii sports, talking to his dog, 

Luis, sitting outside on the grass in the 

summer, boogie boarding in Florida, 

and wearing long socks.  His favorite 

subjects are social studies and math.  

His idol is Seth Meyers; and Sam is 

scared of the dark.  

He has a sister, a 

brother, and two 

dogs; he is on the 

7C team at Miller. 

 òSam 

Carter always has a 

wonderful smile, and 

is very responsible,ó 

said Mrs. Sotyn of 

Sam. 

osity,ó said a Salvation Army represen-

tative. 

 The gently used clothing was 

stored in Mr. Kubeõs classroom before 

it was taken to the Salvation Army.  

òWe had roughly (using a grocery bag 

as a unit of measure) 64-65 grocery 

bags that made a pile about chest high 

in my room,ó said Mr. Kube.  òThank 

you Miller Middle School students and 

staff!ó 

Miller students and staff participated in 

a food and clothing drive before the 

holidays. 

 All the food and clothing 

collected went to the Salvation Army 

where it was distributed to families in 

need.  According to the Salvation Army 

personnel, the donations from Miller 

Middle School were greatly appreci-

ated.  òWe wish to especially thank 

Miller students and staff for their gener-
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Luke Rienert 

òI build snowmen!ó 

 

Ms. Garrels 

òI work, dance, and visit 

friends.ó 

Just In! 

Zane Halaõs team, 
Brickburneus, got the 
championõs award and 
will be going to At-
lanta in April for a 
worldwide competi-

tion.   

  

Hunter Chamberlin  

òI play basketball and 

work out.ó 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cory Johnson 

òI go snowboarding.ó 

 

Hi, Iõm Trevor Sielaff, Miller 

Times roving reporter.  Iõve 

been out visiting Miller class-

rooms again this month to see 

the great things students are 

learning.  Iõm still amazed; kids 

are learning a lot! 

 In Mrs. Meakinsõ and 

Mrs. Clementõs Science Bound 

program, kids are getting ready 

for a science fair.  Fifteen stu-

dents signed up to be in it.  Can 

you believe it?  These kids have 

been going to Iowa State every 

other Saturday to get ready!  

Some kids are testing batteries 

to see how long they will last.  

Others are studying fungus. 

 I stopped by the audi-

torium on Monday, January 19th and 

saw 140 Miller kids spelling out loud.  

This was round one of the schoolõs 

spelling bee, and 37 kids are advancing 

to the MMS finals.  The two top spell-

ers will advance to the regional---who 

knows, they could even advance to the 

state or national bees!  The MMS Spell-

ing Bee Winner was Annalisa Iole and 

2nd place was Abby Snyder, or district 

alternate.  Mrs. Fitzgerald and Mrs. 

Cheri Reed are this yearõs faculty advi-

sors for the bee.   

 Some pretty interesting things 

are happening in math classes too.  Kids 

in Mr. Fiscusõs classes are studying an-

gles and other geometric shapes. 

 More to come next month.  

This is Trevor Sielaff, the roving re-

porter signing off. 

Ask the People : What do you do in the 

winter to keep yourself entertained?  

Whatõs Up At MMS? 

MILLER TIMES  
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no matter what life gives you,ó he said. 

 Assisting Coach Reed were 

Amy Bourche and Vince Kube. 

 The following girls partici-

pated in this yearõs seventh grade bas-

ketball program: Katelyn Anderson, 

Salina Anderson, Chelsie Jo Bacon, 

McKenna Banes, Kali Banks, Haley 

Barker, Emily Barske, Brooke Bouton, 

Chione Brooks, Marcella Castillo, Sa-

brina Daugherty, Ilene Finn, Morgan 

Gardalen, Kira Griggs, Lily Larsen, 

Katherine Lynch, Laura Mathern, Kath-

leen McHenry, Emily Murtha, Ashley 

Myers, Morgan Nielsen, Ebony Ortiz, 

Madison Pennington, Stefani Perdue, 

Emily Rebik, Caroline Richards, Lindsey 

Ricken, Elizabeth Rickett, Angel Rys-

dam, Jonna Shumate, Jordan Simbides, 

Samantha Smith, Ahtziri Solis Padilla, 

Sharissa Stansberry, Abigail Stone, Bai-

ley Tufte, Taylor Vaudt, Alexia Vaughn, 
Lissette Villarreal, Kelly Vopava, Brit-

tany Waldron, Alrenae Winfrey, and 

Brenda Zavala Livengood. 

 This yearõs seventh grade 

girlsõ basketball team experienced great 

improvement, according to head coach 

Tim Reed.  Over 

seventy girls partici-

pated in this yearõs 

season.  òThe girls 

tried their best 

throughout the sea-

son,ó Coach Reed 
stated.  òThe best 

lesson I taught the 

girls is, never give up 

and try your hardest 

 Seven hundred forty-two 

matches later Coach Bruce Vopava 

looks back at this years wrestling sea-

son and a smile creeps upon his face.  

This yearõs wrestlers were very aggres-

sive which helped them in Ames.  On 

December 8th, the Bobcats wrestled 

against Nevada and Ames at Ames.  

During that meet, we won a total of 42 

matches!  Wrestlers are given a chal-
lenging workout at each practice.  They 

work on conditioning, strength, flexibil-

ity, running, and technique.  Each wres-

tler is matched up to their opponent by 

weight and ability.  Fifty-four total peo-

ple went out for wrestling and 31 of 

them were 8th graders and 23 were 7th 

graders.  What impressed Coach Bruce 

Vopava was that 14 of the 8th graders 

were trying wrestling for the first time. 

 Coach Vopava says by doing 

wrestling you work hard and find out 

about yourself.  Vopava is hoping to see 

new faces next year.  He is also hoping 

the 8th graders will continue wrestling. 

 This yearõs wrestlers in-

cluded:  Austin Baker, Conner Beur-

skins, Justus Bjelland, Matt Brodin, 

Klyne Burr, Brandon Daniel, Eli Devine, 

Devon Downs, David Earney, Dacoda 

Ewalt, Michael Freese, Colton Fuller, 

Blake Gethmann, Alec Gill, Erik 

Gutierrez, Malcom Hawk, Alex 

Heinrichs, Zakary Herink, Jordan Her-

nandez, Benjamin Hood, Briana Hunst, 

Tanner Hunt, Steven Ingerson, Joshua 

Jarnell, Jacoby Jay, Garrett Kaufman, 

Devin Lawler, Austin Lovin, Derek 

Mann, Cody Mast, Mason McCarville, 

Richard McDonald, DeõQuan McDow-

ell, Ryan McFarlin, Austin Moorman, 

Connor Overstake, Colton Phillips, 

Levi Phillips, Nathan Phillips, Brandon 

Pinney, Dakota Platt, Dakota Rahn, 

Marco Rodriguez, Jonathan Roop, Ryan 

Roop, Connor Ruddick, Julio Saucedo, 

Zachary Slocum, Zachary Smith, Austin 

Sowers, Cole Stalzer, Cassandra Stowe, 

Matthew Vandegrift, Seton Vest, Gus-

tavo Wallen, Devin Weishaubt, Nicho-

las Whaley, Mason Williams, and Adam 

Willman. 

the team. 

 The following girls partici-
pated in this years 8th grade basketball 

program:  Luzcristina Alcantar, Madilyn 

Bellile, Morgan Bellile, Samantha 

Clemons, Bridget Coulter, Emily De-

Venney, Josette Donelson, Rachel 

Faircloth, Cheyenne Friest, Taylor Fuc-

cio, Viviana Fuentes, Alexis Gehris, 

Quinn Goodman, Ricki Gustin, Anasta-

sia King, Chudier Kong, Tasha Loren, 

Megan Major, Lauren March, Lauren 

 òThis 8th grade group of girls 

was a complete joy to be around,ó 

stated head coach Spear.  òI was ex-

tremely impressed by their positive 

attitude and hard work.  Iõm proud to 

have worked with such a group and I 

wish them well in the future,ó he 

added. 

 Mr. Wiser was head co-coach 

for the team and Mr. Kube and Mrs. 

Allen served as assistance coaches for 

Mazour, Megan Menuey, Jacqueline 

Mora Starits, Melanie Nelson, Eisha 

Oden, Kate Penttila, Danielle Ramsey 

Smith, Miranda Smith, Samantha Stalzer, 

Kaylin Vibbard, Taylor Wagner, Rhetta 

Wenk, Maddison 

Wignall, Mykal 

Wildman, and 

Albrea Winfrey. 

7th Grade Girls Basketball 2008 -2009 Season  

7th and 8th Grade Wrestling 2008 -2009  

8th Grade Girls Basketball 2008 -2009 Season  

òTry your 

hardest no 

matter what 

life gives you.ó 
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Raeleneõs Book Corner 
 

 The Earn has been invaded by aliens!  These small, many-legged creatures 

are inserted into human necks by òhealers,ó people who have already been repro-

grammed.  At least thatõs according to the plot in the book The Host by Stephanie 

Meyer. 

 Wanderer, one of the tiny alien creatures is inserted into Melanie, a teen-

ager.  Melanie shares memories of her boyfriend and younger brother with Wan-

derer.  When the memories 

begin to overpower Wanderer, 

she decides to search for the 

two people. 

 In my opinion, The 

Host is a really good book.  The 

author uses very descriptive 

writing and I had a hard time 

putting the book down.  You 

might want to read this. 

What do I do? 

Sincerely, Cauliflower Bird 

 

Dear Mr. Whoevenmier, 

I went out for basketball this year and I 
made the C team, but Iõve been playing for 

two years.  I tried as hard as I could and 

still didnõt make the team I think I de-

served.  How come I didnõt make a higher 

team? 

Signed, Milky Way 

Dear Milky Way, 

I donõt know exactly why you didnõt make a 

higher team, but one reason might be that 

some people might have a little more ex-

perience.  One thing you can do though to 

help you is practice every day and youõll get 

better in no time.  Your  coaches may even 

move you up. 

 

Dear Mr. Whoevenmier, 

I have been getting a bad grade in Social 

Studies and Iõve been trying as hard as I 

can.  Plus, if I get good grades my mom said 

she will be get me something special.  

Dear Cauliflower Bird, 

Ask one of your friends, parents, or teach-
ers for help, you may understand it more.  

You can ask for a lot of extra credit.  Youõll 

get your grade up in no time. 

 

 

Dear Mr. Whoevenmier, 

This little kid in my neighborhood wonõt 

leave me alone and she is always bugging 
me about playing these weird games.  I 

always say no, but she always get mad and 

starts crying.  How do I get her to leave 

me alone. 

Signed, Annoyed in the Neighborhood 

 

Dear Annoyed in the Neighborhood, 

Go and find someone her own age that 
likes to play the same games.  This way she 

will leave you alone and also have someone 

that will play games with her. 

Ask Mr. Whoevenmier  
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