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Early Graduates Share
Their Stories
Compiled by: Trevor Lewis

Twenty MHS students have petitioned the school board
for early graduation. Those students have met graduation
requirements and are ready to move on to the next
phase of their lives. Four of those graduating students
shared their reasons for early graduation.

Maresa Hayward
Why are you graduating early?
“Because I have the chance to and so I can start college faster. Plus, most of my friends are in college
already, so I have help if I need it.”
How are you making it happen?
“At the beginning of the year I talked to my counselor
and my aunt to see if it was okay. My freshman and
sophomore years were a struggle, but I got back on track
and was able to get the credits I needed to graduate
early.”
What are your plans after graduation?
“I am starting at MCC January 9th. I want to do all my
A new sculpture arrived outside the Marshalltown High Schhol Roundhouse. Drills
generals there so then I can go to the U of I ‘to get my
is the name of the sculpture designed by Gail Folwell from Colorado. Leading the
bachelor’s and maybe my master’s in nursing.
project was the Marshalltown Public Art Committee, which received funding from the

Caitlin Wenner

Why are you graduating early?
“Because I could and I would like to start college right
away at MCC.”
How are you making it happen?
“I got all the necessary and important classes done
really fast. A friend and I also helped each other to finish
English 12.

Kennedy Carlon
Why are you graduating early?
“I am graduating early because I have all my credits
needed and would like to get an early start at MCC.”
How are you making it happen?
“I accomplished the early graduation process by working hard and doing what I needed to do, passing my
classes and finishing strong.”
What are your plans after graduation?
“After graduation I am starting at MCC. I start January
9th and am going to be doing my prerequisites for dental
assisting.”

Maria Gerads
Why are you graduating early?
“I decided to graduate early because I don’t want to go
to college right away. I have most of my credits already,
so I thought, “‘why not?’“
How are you making it happen?
“The classes I am taking this semester make up for the
credits I don’t have. I am currently taking two online
classes and four classes at school.”
What are your plans after graduation?
“After graduation I plan on getting another job and saving up money. I might move in with one of my sisters.”

Iowa Great Places grant. There were 61 applicants from across the country and
Folwell’s design was chosen because she met the criteria the committee was looking for in their request for submissions. There will be a dedication ceremony in 2017
for the newly added piece of art.
(Photo by Trevor Lewis)

Bobcat Insider
Bobcats give their opinions about questions asked by the staff of pebbles.
By: Trevor Lewis and Haley Bell

Shelly Chandler, staff
What is your ideal self?
“I have to say that I am living my ideal self for the past few years. I started
living my ideal self after reading Don Miguel Ruiz’s book The Four
Agreements. It truly did change my life.

Deb Holsapple, staff
What would you do if you could not fail?
“I would build my own school, which would be all open and not have walls.
Students would be taught the standards and requirements through their
interests. I would also have a hotel style dorm so that students could all have
a safe welcoming place to be every night. They would learn responsibilities
by taking care of the dorms. Then students could have access to the classrooms during the day.”

Joshua Arment ‘18
What advice would you give to yourself three years ago?
“If you continue being lazy and procrastinating, you’re going to have a really hard time with school. It doesn’t matter how good you think you are at
restraining knowledge, it is an absolute necessity to study and be prepared
everyday.”

Mackenzie Peter ‘20
What are you most grateful for in life?
“I am most grateful for my family.”

Jake Pinnick ‘18
If you were to do something for free for the rest of your life, what would
you want to do?
“I would go to as many concerts as I could for free.”
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Sports

Boy’s Basketball

Girl’s Basketball

By: Haley Bell

By: Trevor Lewis

Head Coach: Scott Smith
Current Record: 0-5
What are your thoughts on the season so far?
“I think our kids have really worked hard we try to get
better everyday. I think we have really good senior leadership. Our captains Dayton Slifer and Austin Tullis have
done a good job. We haven’t been rewarded with a lot
of wins yet, but I am seeing progress being made.”
What adjustments have you made to adapt to your
team?
“We focus everyday on the fundamentals for sure.
Adjustment wise really comes game to game, we try to
really continue to emphasize our strengths and hide our
weaknesses.
Overall, what are the strengths of the team?
“One of the biggest strengths is the kids work ethic. It’s
been a really good group. I feel the kids have really
worked hard and I feel that our upperclassmen have set
a good example.”
What skills or game situations do you feel need the
most attention at this point in the season?
“We always need to work on our defense with our fundamental rotations and our rebounding. Also, really moving without the ball, there’s time when we look really
good on both ends, there are other times our rotation on
both ends aren’t what they need to be.”
What players do you feel have contributed to the
overall team?
“The kids have worked hard and I think as long as they
do that we’re going to make great strides. I have a hard
time picking one or two kids out over everybody else, all
around the kids have done a good job.”

Head Coach: Stacy O’Hare
Current Record: 0-7
What are your thoughts of the season so far?
“We have had some games that we have been able to compete in, but it is
a struggle keeping the kids positive and working hard in practice.”
What Adjustments have you made to adapt to your team?
“Staying positive and making sure the kids are improving each night that
we step on the court.”
Overall, what are the strengths of the team?
“The fact that we have seven seniors out this year and they have been
part of the program for four years.”
What skills do you feel need the most attention at this point in the season?
“We Struggle offensively, we struggle to get into an offense, we struggle to
run an offense. Offense is one of our weakest skills right now.”
What players do you feel have contributed to the overall team?
“I feel Aspen Chadderdon; she is one that came back with the most varsity
experience, she always has a good attitude and is always working hard. I
am also pleased with the younger kids, especially Madi Finch and Erica
Johnson.

Boy’s and Girl’s Bowling
By: Haley Bell

Head Coach: Roger Taylor
Current Record: Boys 7-0 Girls 3-4
What are your thoughts on the
season so far?
“My thoughts on the season so far are very positive
I’m very happy with the success so far. We haven’t had
too many challenges yet, so we really need to fine-tune
our spare game. We got a road ahead of us, so each
week is very exciting.”
What adjustments have you made to adapt to your team?
“The adjustments are lane play and learning to read
lane conditions. I know at Newton they had a rough
surface, so we had to play the lanes differently than
we’re used to, same with the meet at Mason City.
We’ve started to practice on different lane conditions
and that was a big hit, so we’ll continue to do that.”
Overall, what are the strengths of the team?
“Our strengths are having fun. I think this is probably
the best group of 30 students that I’ve worked with in
the eight years that I have coached. It’s been a lot of
fun; I look forward to the practices because everybody
is fired up to bowl.”
What skills do you feel need the most attention at
this point in the season?
“Spares. When the boy’s varsity misses 30 spares,
the boy’s JV misses 60 spares, and the girl’s varsity
misses 70 spares in a meet, added up, that’s 1000 pins
left on the pin deck; we need to collect that.”
What players do you feel have contributed most to
the team?
“For the girls, Haley Bell for sure and Ashly Weigand;
they are just two spark plugs that carry the rest of the
girls. For the boys, definitely Ray Weigand and Carson
Potter, they are probably the most vocal.”

Wrestling
By: Ashley Jensen

Head Coach: Mike Mann
Current Record: 1-2 in dual meets
What are your thoughts on the season so far?
“We’re competing at a decent level where I thought we might be. We had a
few surprises and we’ve had a few kids that aren’t where I thought they’d be
at this point, but overall it’s been pretty good.”
What adjustments have you made to adapt to your team?
”We changed some of our tournaments. We’re trying to get out of some of
the tournaments where we run into the CIML teams because we compete in
duals with them.”
What skills do you feel need the most attention at this point in the season?
“The kids need to figure out what moves are going to work for their body
type and start to focus on that; a lot of the little basics and being smart in
situational times, what the score is, what they should be doing.”
What players do you feel have contributed to the overall team?
“Reese Hageman is our senior captain this year; he’s been excellent leading by example. We’re kind of rebuilding this year with a young junior line up
trying to get some varsity experience. Wyatt DeMayer and Zach Bitker are
freshman who have also stepped up.”

Boy’s Swimming
By: Trevor Lewis

Head Coach: Mike Loupee
Current Record: 4-3
What are your thoughts of the season so far?
“So far Assistant Coach Backstrom and I are pleased with the effort we
have received from the team. They have a great attitude and the improvement has been pretty good and steady.”
What Adjustments have you made to adapt to your team?
“We have had to spend more time on some techniques, like working on
turns and starts. We are a young team and relatively inexperienced, so we
need to get those things down before we get too far into the season.”
Overall, what are the strengths of the team?
“Right now our distance freestyle and our relays are relatively good. Other
than performance, our general attitude and competitivness are also
strengths.”
What skills do you feel have contributed the most to the team?
“We always strive to improve our strokes. We need to work on our turns
and getting off the wall quicker than we have.”
What players do you feel have contributed to the overall team?
“The entire team has worked really well, especially some individuals
including; Supoch (Pom) Pinitchan, Ryne Downey, and Caleb Summers.
The entire team works hard, when there is an opportunity to be competitive
and step-up, they usually do.”
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Lifestyle
Recipes of the Month

New Teacher

Lemon Snowball Cookies
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By: Haley Bell

Ingredients:
1 cup unsalted butter, at room temperature
2/3 cup confectioner’s sugar
1 tsp fresh lemon juice
1/4 tsp lemon extract for a bit of tartness
1/2 tsp sea salt
2 tsp lemon zest
2 cups all purpose flour
3 tbsp cornstarch
1 1/2 cups powdered sugar
2 tsp lemon zest, for rolling the cookies

Mason Pelzer, English Department
By: Ashley Jensen

Courses taught: “English 10 and 11.”
Prior experience: “This is my first year teaching.”
Why MHS: “I student taught here so I was familiar with
the building.”
Goals: “Stay afloat and see where we can get.”
Favorite thing about MHS: “The kids’ willingness to get
into some of the more messy ideas. They’re talkative
when it comes to certain subjects.”
Least favorite thing about MHS: “People need to turn
things in.”

Happy
Holidays
from the
Pebbles
Staff!

Pebbles is Now on Twitter!
Follow us to keep up to date on current issues

@MHSpebbles

Step 1: In a medium sized bowl, whisk together the flour, cornstarch and sea salt amd set
the bowl aside.
Step 2: In the bowl of a stand mixer, mix the butter on medium speed until creamy. Mix in
confectioner’s sugar. Mix in lemon zest and lemon extract.
Step 3: With the mixer set on low speed, gradually add in flour mix and mix just until combined.
Step 4: Cover the bowl with plastic wrap and chill for 30 minutes. This will make it easier
to form into snowball shapes. Preheat oven to 350 degrees halfway through the chilling.
Step 5: Scoop the dough out 1 tbsp at a time and roll into balls, then place balls on a baking
sheet lined with silicone baking mat or parchment paper, spacing the cookies about 2-inches apart. Bake in preheated oven for 12-14 minutes.
Step 6: While the cookies are still a bit warm, pour 1 1/2 cups confectioner’s sugar into a
bowl and roll the cookies in sugar.
Step 7: Transfer to a wire rack to cool. Once cool, roll in the confectioner’s sugar once
more, be sure to generously coat the snowballs by pressing them into sugar.
Step 8: Store cookies in airtight container for three days or freeze until needed.

Christmas Chex Mix
Ingredients:
2 boxes of Chex cereal (2 different flavors)
1 package of pretzel nibblers
1 package of Bugles
1 package of Christmas Mini M&Ms
1 package of white candy melts
1 package of Starlight Peppermints
Christmas Sprinkles
Step 1: Cover two baking sheets with parchment paper.
Step 2: In a ziplock bag, crush approx. 30 peppermints very finely
Step 3: In a VERY large bowl combine Chex cereal, Bugles, and pretzels
Step 4: Melt the candy melts according to package and in small increments drizzle over dry
mixture and immediently sprinkle M&Ms, crushed peppermint and sprinkles on the candy.
Step 5: Mix gently and repeat step untl all melted candy is mixed in.
Step 6: Divide mixture in half and spread in even layers, let the candy set, and enjoy!

Give the gift that keeps on giving!
Pre-order your 2017 yearbooks
*You can pay for your yearbook in three easy installments.
*Order online at jostensyearbooks.com or pay with check or cash in the
MHS main office.

[Bobcat Pride 2017]

PEBBLES POLLS

“What would you rather be?”
66 people took part in the poll, the results are below:
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Compiled by: Trevor Lewis
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Pebbles Photo Scavenger Hunt
Each image was taken in and around Marshalltown.
Identify what and where each picture was taken, then use the letter assigned to each picture and Tweet at us
or Message us your answers to see how well you know Marshalltown.
Answers will be revealed in the next issue.
By: Trevor Lewis
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Pebbles
1602 S. 2nd Ave.
Marshalltown, IA 50158
754-1130 Ext. 1212
Pebbles is published to inform, educate and entertain the students and faculty of Marshalltown High School.
Letters to the editor are welcomed, and should be delivered to room 212 or mailed to MHS in care of the Publications department.
Letters should be signed, but anonymity may be granted on case to case basis. The Pebbles Staff reserves the right to edit all letters.
Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Pebbles staff. Signed commentaries represent the opinions of the writer and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Pebbles Staff.
Staff:
Adviser:
Trevor Lewis
Suanne Willman
Haley Bell
Ashley Jensen
The Marshalltown Community School District does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, creed, color, sex, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, marital status or socioeconomic status. The District is an Affirmative Action/Equal Employment Opportunity employer. Inquiries and grievances may be directed to MCSD, 1002 S. 3rd Ave, Marshalltown, IA 50158 (641-754-1000)
or to the Director of the Region VII office of Civil Rights, Department of Education, Kansas City, MO.

