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Marshalltown High School hosted a groundbreaking ceremony for
the Roundhouse Phase II project, with construction started on
October 12. Work has begun on the project, which will include an
additional gym as well as a wrestling room. Completion is expected
to come in late 2018. This $6.8 million dollar project was financed
through fundraising efforts throughout the community, including $3
million dollars in private donations and a $1 million dollar grant from
the Martha-Ellen Tye Foundation. (Summary by Emily Miller, Picture
by Postscript Staff)

Roundhouse Phase II

Underway for 2018

By Emily Miller

Marshalltown High School boys cross country runner

Luke Pedersen has received the Academic All-State award

to finish out his senior season. According to coach Chad

Pietig, “Academic All-State is a way of recognizing the stu-

dent-athlete who excels in both being a student and a cross

country runner. There are kids who excel in the classroom,

but not in the sport, and there are kids who excel in the

sport, but not in the classroom. Academic All-State rewards

those students who have excelled in both.

To be eligible for Academic All-State, athletes have to be

nominated to the Iowa Association of Track Coaches by a

coach. Also, GPA of 3.8 or above, an ACT score of 28 or

above and a top 30 title at the district cross country meet

qualify student-athletes for this award. “Luke met all three

parts of the listed criteria. First of all, you have to be good

enough of a runner to run on a varsity team as a district

meet. Then you have to have the GPA and ACT score to

qualify,” Pietig continued. “It’s pretty difficult to meet all

three parts of the criteria. Out of the thousands of runners

from all four classes, there were only 43 male runners who

received this,” Pietig said. 

MHS Band Under New Direction

MHS Senior Receives

Academic All-State Award

By Haley Bell

Marshalltown High School will be holding a poinsettia sale for the second year in a

row to raise funds that will help improve the MHS greenhouse. “The point of this

fundraiser is to raise funds to replace all of the tables, fix the heating and provide

running water back into the greenhouse, while supplying the greenhouse with mate-

rials such as planters and soil,” according to MHS Biology teacher, Lynne Diggins. 

Diggins has set a goal to raise about $5000, which has already been almost halfway

met with an anonymous $2000 donation. 

Poinsettias are selling for $13 each and orders will be taken through this week with

plants arriving the following week.

Orders can be made through Lynne Diggins by emailing

ldiggins1@marshalltown.k12.ia.us or by contacting the MHS main office, (641)754-1130. 

The MHS greenhouse improvements will be made with money raised from fundraising and
volunteer help.                                                                                (Photo by Haley Bell)

MHS Holds Poinsettia Sale

By Emily Miller

Last month’s band extravaganza went smoothly for the Marshalltown High

School bands, according to band director Brett Umthun. “The band has grown a

bunch this year. Participation is up with a large freshman class and new stu-

dents in the color guard.” The band extravaganza took place on October 16 in

the MHS auditorium to kick off the school year with their performance of

“Carnival,” as well as performances by the jazz bands and the color guard. 

The MHS band has also competed in three marching band competitions. “The

marching band competitions are a great learning and growing experience.

Students kicked it into high gear for our last performance and received a

Division One rating at the IHSMA State Marching Festival” Umthun said. The

band has earned a Division One rating at the IHSMA State Marching Festival for

17 consecutive years. The MHS band has also seen a boost in leadership this

season, with Umthun commenting “the leadership program increased this year

from students attending a leadership training before band camp. That has

helped us build a stronger program. The pep band portion of our marching pro-

gram has been minimized this year at football games. This is to allow band stu-

dents the opportunity to join their classmates in the student section to cheer on

the football team.” 

When asked about the best thing about the MHS band, Umthun exclaimed,

“The best thing about the MHS band is their camaraderie and team work.

Students are great to work with and see them grow throughout the school

year.”
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By Jillian Lang, Gretchen Benscoter and Emily Miller

According to Marshalltown High School Wrestling Coach Mike Mann, he has high

hopes for the Bobcat wrestlers this season. Key returners this season include seniors

Jordan Fox, Decker Mann, Chayton French and Brian Trowbridge, who finished

third at districts last year. Two-time state qualifier Reese Hageman is the squad’s key

loss from last season. 

Mann said that the wrestling program has undergone many changes already this

season including moving practices from the Anson Middle School gym to the east

balcony of the Roundhouse to allow better access to the new locker rooms, uniforms

and the athletic trainer. A new wrestling room will be constructed by next season

near the north end of the Roundhouse. 

This success of this year’s season will depend on several things Mann said, but the

seniors will be an important element of the season. “The success of this season is

going to boil down to the senior class.” Mann also said that he has confidence in the

experienced underclassmen stepping up this season as well. 

Mann added that he wants to see the wrestlers get fundamentally better this season.

“Success isn’t measured in wins and losses, but in the last few years we’ve struggled

to get 16 wins and most of that is because of bonus points and unconventional

moves that lead to losses.”  

By Teagan Bratland

According to Marshalltown High School Head Girls basketball Coach Stacy

O’Hare, the Bobcats return five girls with varsity experience from last season. “We

have five players that have good experience returning. Those players need to be on

the floor for the majority of the game for us to be competitive,” O’Hare said. 

The seniors on the team include Kassy Vest and Grace Metzger with Junior Alyvia

Chadderdon returning as leaders with game experience. O’Hare stated that Aspen

Chadderdon, a 2017 graduate, will be a tough one to replace. “We had a tough sea-

son last year and didn’t win a game so obviously we are looking to win a few this

year. My goal is that we continue to get better each night we step on the court,”

O’Hare explained. 

There will be no major changes to the team according to O’Hare but the team will

continue to focus on fundamentals and just getting better. “We may not always see

the improvement with wins but if we set goals and reach them then we will know we

are improving,” O’Hare concluded.

By Emily Miller

The Marshalltown High School Girl’s Bowling team started

off their season right with a win already under their belt. Head

Coach Andy Schwandt’s expectations are high, saying “we

want to win more matches, help the girls become better

bowlers by the end of the season and go to state!” 

Top returners this year include Co-captains Haley Bell

(senior) as well as Shayleyn Pickett (senior). Other leaders on

the team include seniors Ali Olinger, Karlie Potter and Eliseya

Wunschel. “We only lost one senior from last year, so we are

very fortunate to have a greater group of returning seniors,”

Schwandt said. The seniors have “proven to be pivotal in our

wins already this year.” 

Schwandt said that goals for this year include focusing on the

basics. “Our focus this year is on fundamentals during prac-

tices. Better fundamentals will help us pick up more spares

which is our biggest challenge.” Schwandt also explained that

focusing is a key aspect for this year’s remaining season. “[We

need to] focus on the task at hand, we are working on keeping

our focus during competition and keeping the distractions off

our minds.”

By Jacqueline Wahl

Marshalltown High School boys swim team is ready to dive into a new season of

competition. Top returners for this year include Gage Petty, Ryne Downey, Brad

Barkema, Carson Beals and Caleb Summers. 

A strong group of seniors, Petty, Barkema, Chris Streets and Lance Ingram are

ready to lead the team and reach their goals of qualifying for a couple events at the

state meet in February and their overall mission of “having a positive team that rep-

resents MHS well,” according to Head Coach Mike Loupee. 

Loupee said one of the team’s strong points this year is experience. He added that

returning swimmers have the meet experience necessary to be successful. As they

work through the season, Loupee said the plan is to ensure that the team remains

healthy, maintains a strong work ethic, and focuses on improvement to become com-

petitive. 

Girl’s Basketball Strives to Improve

The Sweat is Real for MHS Wrestlers

Boy’s Swimming Dives Into Season

Girl’s Bowling is Rolling

Decker Mann takes on an opponent from Ankeny Centennial on

November 30 in the Roundhouse.           (Photo by Valerie Ramirez)


