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MHS Fall Musical
The Addams Family a Success
By Emily Miller

Musical Director Amy Ose said that the school’s annual
Fall Musical “The Addams Family” was a success this
year. “I was thrilled with the way ‘The Addams Family’
came together. Everyone involved from the cast, orchestra pit and crew really put forth their best efforts to give
the audience a great show,” Ose said.
Ose also applauded the level of teamwork that she saw
during practices, as well as onstage. “Putting together a
show like this is definitely a team project. The cast on
stage gets the most recognition, but it couldn’t happen
without the background assistance, from lighting design,
to prop building, to set building. Everyone is crucial to a
musical performance.”
With the muscial just wrapping up in November, Ose
said she is already looking for improvments to incorporate into next year’s production. “If there is anything that I
would like to see improved, it would be the ability to
amplify the sound of ensemble cast members. Everyone
works really hard to learn complicated choral parts in a
musical and that isn’t always recognizable because they
are not all amplified.”
Ose said that she was also very thankful for each member that contributed to this year’s musical. “I would like to
applaud all of the students and staff who were involved in
our production. A musical theatre production takes countless hours of rehearsal on and off stage while still being
full time students and teachers. Light and set design and
construction takes up full weekends and late nights
throughout the production period. I’d also like to thank
the gracious volunteerism of community friends to get it
all done. It comes down to a dedication of time and energy to creating something bigger than ourselves,” Ose
said.

Cast and Crew of
The Addams Family
Gomez Addams: Eli Theissen
Morticia Addams: Yatnia Hernandez
Wednesday Addams: Kassie Wilkins
Pugley Addams: Alex Stansberry
Fester Addams: Matthew Waldon
Lurch: Trace Markle
Grandmother: Phoebe Osgood
Lucas Beinke: Colin Jensen
Alice Beinke: Olivia Adams-Zmolek
Mal Beinke: Lexy Perez
Ancestors: Jurnee Barge, Sophie Blubaugh, Jovana
Cordova, Kaylie Fox, Kyra Dobbins, Alayna Hernandez,
Amanda Hoffman, Taylor Hoffman, Bethany Lawthers,
Abby Murty, Mackenzie Moyer, Taylor Naughton, Reena
Pearson, Mackenzie Peter, Freddy Ross, Aaron
Seberger, Trinity Snow Snyder, Julian Spencer, Olivia
Stone, Samara Torres, Emily Waldon, Ali Zamora
Crew: Ellie Draisey, Nyapukah Gatwech, Rylena
Hornberg, Jacob Lehman, Keren Mayorga, Lizbeth
Monge, Zyrus Whitehead, Nathan Thill, Evan Miller

The cast of The Addams Family pictured above are from left to right, Matt Waldon, Phoebe
Osgood, Eli Theissen, Yatnia Hernandez, Trace Markle, Alex Stansberry and Kassie Wilkins.
Photo by Valerie Ramirez

Bobcat Marching Band Wraps Up Season
By Zyrus Whitehead

This year’s Bobcat Marching band theme was “Arithmos, the Story of Us”
based on various number sequences and equations that are found in nature,
physics, and more. The three movements were titles “Pi”, “Golden Ratio” and
“Infinity”. According to MHS Band Director Brett Umthun, this piece was
decided on because the music is engaging, educational, and a good fit for
the size and ability of the marching band. Umthun and Assistant Band
Director Nick Gardner said that preparation for the marching season starts in
late May and June when parts are assigned, percussion players chosen, and
musicians begin working on the music. Umthun said that band camp is the
official start date. He added that the students did a great job of pulling
through even when the weather made it difficult to march.
Umthun said that the band is always looking to improve, but no new
changes for next year have been defined at this point. New marching uniforms are certainly a priority, and the directors hope to raise the money soon
enough to have them for the 2019 season.
This year there was a struggle getting in the competition mindset for the
band, Umthun said, but once everyone began to get focused, there were
several successes through the season. The band continued to get better and
better with each competition, with their strongest performance being at the
IHSMA State Marching Festival in which the band received their 18th consecutive Division 1 rating.
The band directors at MHS said that they both have a good outlook as they
move into concert band mode and continue to push the jazz bands performances and completions. “We are hoping to have larger numbers in band
every year. We are a growing program and we are hoping we can keep students involved in order to make our marching band more successful,”
Gardner said. They added that next year will be an exciting year for the
marching band with a large incoming freshman class and the band trip during spring break 2020 to Orlando, Florida.

Don’t Miss!
Upcoming Events This Winter
December 9: MHS Holiday Concert, MHS Auditorium, 3 p.m.
December 13: All District Orchestra, MHS Auditorium, 7 p.m.
December 24 - January 2: Winter Break, No School
January 9, 10, 11: MHS Semester Test Days
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Wrestlers Pin Their Way
to Victory
By Valerie Ramirez

The Bobcat Wrestlers are gearing up for a great season
this winter. Top returners this year include juniors Jordan
Anderson, Zachary Bitker and Bennett Hageman.
Seniors Jaimen Rivera, Erick Rodriguez and Jacob Bitker
are also stepping up to the plate and are taking charge
this season.
Head Coach Mike Mann wants to have a different
approach to the season this year. “We will be doing more
conditioning and focusing on mental toughness.”
With some new methods coming into play this year,
Mann still wants to play on the wrestlers’ experience.
“The guys that went to districts last year need to use
their experience to build and make a name for themselves.”
Mann also wants the boys to aim high this season. “Our
goal is to be over 500 in dual meets, but it’s going to be
a challange with our schedule. We also have a pretty
young squad, so that’s a huge factor also.”

Bowlers Ready for Season
By Zyrus Whitehead

The MHS bobcats kick off the 2018-2019 bowling season with a positive outlook. Head Coach DJ Wilder is
new to the team this year, but was previously a leader of
the bowling club in the early 2000’s before it became a
sanctioned sport. Wilder has been bowling for over 30
years, and hopes to use his experience to make the
team successful. He has set several personal records in
his bowling career, and said that he will use the knowledge and strength that it took to make him successful
and pass it on his players.
The team consists of bowlers not only from
Marshalltown High School, but from East Marshall, West
Marshall, South Tama, GMG, Meskwaki, and BCLUW as
well. Wilder coaches both boys and girls, and said he is
proud of how the players work together and encourage
each other during practice. Some of the key players
mentioned by Wilder include Ray Weigand
(Marshalltown), freshman Demitri Ferneau (South Tama),
junior Ashley Weigand (Marshalltown), and junior Kylee
Witt (West Marshall). Several more of the bowlers all
average above 200 points per game. The team is very
senior laden, and well established prior to the start of this
season. Wilder is proud of the leadership from seniors on
the team, especially in student-led exercises before practice and helpful pointers to newer members of the team.
Wilder said that the biggest loss from last season is the
former coach, Roger Taylor. Wilder said “Every member
of the team really looked up to their former coach, and
it’s unfortunate that he’s no longer with the program.”
Despite the change in leadership this year, all of the
players appear to be taking on the season with confidence and eagerness. Wilder’s goal is to keep pressure
off the players as much as possible, and to make as few
changes as possible to the team. He said he aims to
teach students to be more focused to hopefully improve
performance all the state competition. The goal is to
have a small victory every practice and to get better with
each one.
The Bobcat Bowlers will compete in 12 meets before
moving onto districts. The district conference includes
bowling teams from Fort Dodge, Mason City, Southeast
Polk, Waukee, and Valley. After districts, the top teams
will progress to state competition. Wilder urged students
to come to the home meets to support the bowlers and
the Marshalltown Community.

Sports
Boys Swimming Splashes into New
Season

By Teagan Bratland

MHS boys swimming Coach Mike Loupee said his top returners this season
are Senior Ryne Downey, Junior Carson Beals, and Junior Nash Perisho.
Key losses from last season are Gage Petty and Brad Barkema.
“Not a lot of major changes will be made. Just trying to tweak things based
off the group we currently have. We have things that have been successful
over the years,” Loupee said.
In order for the team to be competitive Loupee said they have to, “Stay
healthy, strive to improve and develop everyday.” Experience plays a big role
on any team and Loupee said the team is very experienced. “I expect the
team to work hard and improve and to work hard when there’s an opportunity to.”

Girls Basketball Working Hard
By Monica Carroll

The MHS girl’s basketball team is lead by top returners that include senior,
Alyvia Chadderdon, juniors Madi Finch, Erica Johnson and Gabby Himes
and sophmore Kyra Feldman. With one senior on varsity, Head Coach Stacy
O’Hare said that the underclassmen are going to have to take charge. She
added that she has set a tone for working hard during practices. “We work
hard every night in practice. We work like it’s a game every single night.”
O’Hare said that she hopes the team can be competitive this year. “We
need to be more competitive with teams and that starts in practice. They
need to work hard without being reminded and to be motivated to get better
everyday.”
With several returning players, experience will also play a role this season.
“We have five players who had a ton of varsity experience. It will take time
though to develop a rotation,” O’Hare concluded.

Boys Basketball Shoots for Greatness
By Monica Carroll

The MHS boys basketball team is under new leadership with Head Coach
Michael Appel. Appel said that the top returners for the Bobcats include seniors Bennett O’Hare, Jacob Smith and Sunday Arou, as well as junior Austin
Shomo. Key losses from last year are Luke Appel and Josh Melde.
“It’s more than just trying to build on what we did last year. It has to be
more successful than it has been in the past, and that’s just a matter of
building and continuing to get better each year,” Appel said. “Setting the
standard of this is how we want to compete, going into every game we want
to give ourselves the best chance to win, but that just comes from hard work
and trying to do the right things every day.”
Appel continued,”It will take a combined effort, not just one or two of the
guys. It’s going to take everyone to be successful. The guys are going to
have to know their roles and give one hundred percent. That’s going to give
our team the best chance to be successful.”
This year, experience seems to be a big factor in getting better as a whole.
“Experience helps a lot, just because there’s going to be situations where it
helps to have that experience so you know what to do. Four of those guys
that played some varsity minutes last year, we’re going to rely on them to be
the leaders,” Appel said.

Don’t Miss!
December Home Sports
December 6: Bowling vs. Valley, 3:45 p.m.
Boys Swimming vs. Fort Dodge, 5:30 p.m.
Wrestling vs. Urbandale, 6:30 p.m.
December 7: Girls & Boys Basketball vs. Southeast Polk
December 8: Boys Swimming Invite, 12:00 noon
December 11: Boys Varsity Basketball vs. Dowling
December 14: Girls & Boys JV Basketball vs. Dowling
December 18: Bowling vs. Fort Dodge, 3:45 p.m.
Wrestling vs. Southeast Polk, 6:30 p.m.
December 20: Girls & Boys Basketball vs. Mason City
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Horoscopes

Happy
Holidays from
the Pebbles
Staff!

Sagittarius (Nov. 23 –Dec. 21) Your logical and forward thinking attitude
might inspire others to take a more educated approach to things. Feel free
to spread your knowledge far and wide.
Capricorn (Dec. 22 –Jan. 20) It may be hard for you to get answers today.
It also may be hard for you to get your point across. Check things out from
a different perspective today and think outside the box.
Aquarius (Jan. 21 –Feb. 19) You may be feeling a bit sluggish today.
Maybe you haven’t gotten enough sleep lately. Rest yourself.
Pisces (Feb. 20 –Mar. 20) Like a game of chess, you may need to think
through your next move quite carefully. It could be that your opponent is taking a long time. Be patient.
Aries (Apr. 21 –Apr. 19) You don’t like to dwell on the past, however, sometimes it’s good to look at the past and those memories that have been
stuffed away. It’s okay to take another attempt at things but don’t let your
past influence what’s ahead. Enjoy the trip down memory lane.
Taurus (Apr. 20 –May. 20) Its good to reflect on the good and bad choices.
Many events and people shaped you and they are still affecting your personality now. Don’t underestimate the influences of your childhood and your
school years.
Gemini (May 21 –June 20) You might wake up and decide your car is a
mess, your room is too, or maybe even your entire house. Time for a cleaning day! Take a day for you!

Crazy Statistics
You’ll spend about three months of your life on the toilet.
Did you know during your lifetime your skin would
replace itself an average of 900 times?
The average American will spend six months of their life
talking on the phone.
In a lifetime, an average person will walk about 75,000
miles, which means that they would have walked three
times around the world.
The average person will yawn 250,000 times in their lifetime.
Compiiled by Tariq Martin with information from List25.com

Cancer (June 21 –July 22) An old friend whom you haven’t seen for a long
time could suddenly reappear. This meeting, or the circumstances surrounding it, could mark a turning point for you.
Leo (July 23 –Aug. 22) You might be in a bit of a daydream today. You
could be reflecting on all the changes and upheavals in your life realizing
that a lot has been going on. You might feel like you’re a different person
now.

Questions to Ask
Yourself
Why don’t manufacturers make mouse flavored cat
food?
How come abbreviated is such a long word?

Virgo (Aug. 23 –Sept. 22) Today will be your day. It will seem like a new
start and things will just be going your way. Don’t get upset if something
happens. Everything is happening for a reason and it will all work out.
Libra (Sept. 23 –Oct. 22) You have a quick mind and you’re usually able to
see connections between things in a very perceptive way. Today you might
be having insights about your own life.
Scorpio (Oct. 23 –Nov 21) You might find yourself taking the high road
today. It could be that you are like a bird soaring above the landscape. As
you do so, your partner is down on the ground trying his or her best to keep
up. Try to bring others up with you.

Have you ever pressed harder on a remote control when
you know the battery is dead?
Why are there five syllables in the word “monosyllabic”?
Do married people live longer than single people, or
does it just SEEM longer?
Why do we wash bath towels? Aren’t we clean when we
use them?
Compiled by Tariq Martin with information from TheTech.com
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